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Links for madness in Hamlet:

http://www.humanities.ualberta.ca/mmorris/239/hamlet.htm

http://www.wwnorton.com/introlit/drama_shakespeare8.htm

http://www.bartleby.com/200/sw9.html

http://www.netcomuk.co.uk/~iandel/index.html

Act Three,  Scene Two

Hamlet has written a scene for the actors and he is instructing them on how to perform it. He tells them not to be

overdramatic, but also "Be not too tame, neither" (3.2.15). The actors tell him they can perform it exactly as he

desires it to be . 

Polonius , Guildenste rn and Ro sencrantz ar rive and H amlet sends  them all to ma ke the actors  hurry up and  get ready.

Horatio  soon show s up and H amlet tells him that o ne scene in the  play that night dire ctly mimics the m urder of his

father. He as ks Horatio  to, "obser ve mine unc le" (3.2.7 3) in orde r to determ ine whether the  ghost was lying o r not.

They pla n to meet afterw ards and c ompare  their separate  judgmen ts as to what the re action of Cla udius mean s. 

Horatio goes to find a seat, and Claudius enters along with the rest of the court. He greets Hamlet and asks him how

he is. Hamlet gives a nonsensical answ er and then asks Polo nius if he was an actor during his university days.

Polonius  says he was a go od actor, a nd that he pla yed Julius Ca esar. 

Gertrude  asks Ham let to sit by her, but h e says, "No , good-mo ther, here's mettle m ore attractive " (3.2.99 ) and sits

next to Op helia instead. H e procee ds to make  bawdy co mments to h er, all of which O phelia tries to re spond to

approp riately. 

The actors come out onto the stage and proceed to perform a dumb show, a silent scene in which they enact the

murder of a king through poisoning. Ophelia is confused by the show, but assumes it foretells the actual plot. The

players emerge a second time and start to perform the actual play. They pretend to be a king and queen. The queen

protests her love for the king, telling him that she will never consider marrying a second man. The king tells her that

such vows a re quickly forg otten, but the q ueen con tinues to swear  she will never m arry a secon d time. 

Hamlet turn s to Queen  Gertrude  and asks he r what she thinks o f the play. Gertr ude tells him tha t the queen " protests

too much" (3.2.210). Claudius is worried that the play may be offensive, and asks Hamlet what the play is called.

Hamlet sa ys, "The M ousetrap"  (3.2.217 ), alluding to the fa ct that he wants to  catch Claud ius. 

An actor named Lucianus arrives onstage, and Hamlet tells them that he is meant to portray the nephew of the king.

Lucianus pours poison in the king's ears, and Hamlet comments that he kills the king in order to steal his estate.

Ophelia in forms Ha mlet that Claud ius has stood  up out of rag e, thereby stop ping the per formance . Hamlet ha ppily

replies, "What, frighted with false fire?" (3.2.244). Claudius demands light to shone on him and leaves the room,

followed b y everyone e xcept Ha mlet and H oratio. 
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The two friends remain behind and Hamlet gleefully tells Horatio, "O good Horatio, I'll take the Ghost's word for a

thousand pound" (3.2.263-264). Ho ratio agrees with him that Claudius is guilty. Rosencrantz and Guildenstern arrive

and tell Ha mlet that the king is in a  terrible moo d and that G ertrude has  sent for him. H e agrees to m eet with his

mother so on, but they co ntinue to ask him  why he is so "d istempered " (3.2.30 8). Ham let gets mad a t them for their

insistence and  grabs a rec order from  one of the ac tors. He sho ws it to them and  demand s that Guilden stern play it.

When  he refuses, saying  he does no t know how , Hamlet says, 

Why, loo k you now, h ow unwo rthy a thing you m ake of me! Y ou would  play upon  me, you wo uld seem to

know my stops...do you think I am easier to be played on than a pipe?" (3.2.334-335,339-340).


