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Beowulf First Masterpieceinn English Literature
English Literature
Old English Literature
1 450-1100
— Beowulf
Middle English Literature
¥ 1100-1500
—Canterbury Tales
Modern English Literature
1 1500-Pr esent
Germanic tribesbring the storiesto the Endish shores.
Heroisfrom southern Sweden Travelsto Denmark

Around 725 AD
¥ Theorally transmitted story isrecorded
Beowulf
does name an actual
king, Hygelac who died in battle in 521.
By the age of twelve, Hygelac wastoo largeto ride a horse.

Hygelac, Beowulf’s uncle and liege lord, was pulled into battle on asled and
he dieswearing a gold necklace/collar.
Beowulf

Scyld

Beowulf (not our hero)
Healfdene
Hrothgar--Wealtheow

Hrethic Hrothmund Frewaru
+ Ingeld

Geats
Hrethel
Hygelac (daughter) +Ecgtheow

Beowulf

Weder -Geats

Hrothgar
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buildsa Mead Hall

Heor ot
(Hall of theHart)

Danish Court
Spear Danes
Entertainment

Scop
Mead
Drink of honey, water, malt, and yeast

Scop
Composed Stories
If awarrior king desiresto be a bretwalda, the scops must tell hero stories about him.

Scop
(like a Public Relations per son)

“Scyld, Son of Sceaf (Shaf)

T Sea Burial Described
Hrothgar (Scyld’s Descendant)

¥ “ToHrothgar wasgranted glory in war”  (Kennedy 38)

1 Band Grew Mighty

T “high-built hall . .. a mightier mead hall than man had known” (Kennedy 42-43)
Hall of the Hart

¥ Stag isa Germanic symbol of kingship

“They call him Grendel, a demon grim” (61)
“Heborethe curse of the seed of Cain” (65)

“Grendel raided and ravaged” (Kennedy 105)

“Grim and greedy the gruesome monster . .. slew thirty spearman asleep in the hall . . . sped away
gloating, gripping the spoail . . . dragging the dead men hometo hisden” (Kennedy 80-84).

“By favor of God we won thefight” (Kennedy 698).

“Tosavehislife heleft hisshoulder and claw” (Kennedy 719).

“Thefiend’shand fastened by hero’s might
On thelofty roof. Most like  to stedl” (721-22).
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“The demon’sbattle-claw dripping with blood .. .” (Kennedy 727).

Hrothgar bestowed
a standard of gold
a banner embroidered
a byrny and helm
a costly sword
helmet
1 a crowning wreath
1 “woven of wire-work” (750)

“Eight horses with plated headstalls. . .
On one a saddle fashioned and set with jewels, the battle seat of the king himself, when the son of
Healfdene” (Kennedy 754-58).

Wealhtheow (wife of Hrothgar):

“ ‘Take, dear Beowulf, collar and cor selet,

Wear thesetreasureswith right good will!

Thrive and prosper and prove your might!

Befriend my boyswith your kindly counsel;

I will remember and | will repay’ ” (Kennedy 775-79)

“Themother of Grendel, a monstrous hag,

Brooded over her misery, doomed to dwell

In evil watersand icy streams. . ..” (Kennedy 814-16)
“Shetorefrom itsplace

The bloodstained claw”

(834-35).

“Of daughtered AEschere' s severed head” (932).

Hrunting an ancient heirloom given to Beowulf by
Herald of Hrothgar-?Unferth?
Hrunting means Thruster

“plunged into the
swirling pool”
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“Nigh unto a day”

“But the bold one found that the battle-flasher
Would bite no longer, nor harm her life
The sword-edgefailed at his sorest need” (1016-18).

Swift the hero sprang to hisfeet ... .. ...
An ancient war-brand of biting edge,

Choicest of weaponsworthy and strong,

Thework of giants, awarrior’sjoy. (Kennedy 1045-50)

Then the Scylding warrior, savage and grim,
Seized thering-hilt and swung the sword,

Struck with fury, despairing hislife,
Thrust at thethroat, broke throughthe bonerings
... Stabbed through her fated flesh. (1064-56)

And there be&ore him ber &t of life
He saw the broken body of Grendel
Stilled in battle, and stretched in death. (1065-67)

“But the Geatssat grieving and sick in spirit” (1082).

From the sea cave Beowulf took but two,

The monster’shead and theprecious hilt

Blazing with gems: but the blade had melted,

The sword dissolved, in the deadly heat .. . venomous blood. (1094-98)

The head of Grendel, with heawy taoil;

Four of the stoutest, with all their strength,

Could hardly carry on swaying spears. (1109-11)

Return to the Homeland

of the Geats

“Theseriches| bringyou, ruler of heroes. .. Savefor you, King Hygelac, few are my kinsmen”
(1348-50).

Hygelac
“Bade bring a battle-swor d banded with gold / The heirloom of Hrethel; no sharper steel / No
lovelier treasure, belonged to the Geats./ He laid the war -blade on Beowulf’slap” (1360-64).

“Gave him a hall and a statdy seat
And hides seven thousand” (1364-65).
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After Hygelac sank in the surges of war. . . . the kingdom came into Beowulf’s hands.
For fifty yearshe governed it well / Till afire-drake flying in darkness of night (1370-74)

A thief brokein on the heathen treasure
Laid hand on aflagon all fretted with gold . . . the mood of the dragon was roused to wrath (1379-
83).

“Stoletherich beaker and boreto hismaster
Imploring hislord for a compad of peace” (1387-88).

With eleven comrades, kindled to rage

The geat lord went to gaze on thedragon. . . .
Thethirteenth madein the hyrrying throng

Wasthe sorrowful captive who caused the feud. (1453-59)

“While the sword holds out that has served mewell” (1484).
“AsFateshall allot” (1496).

It was not his portion to prosper in war;
Fate did not grant him glory in battle! (1541-42)

“But the brown edge failed asit fell on bone” (145).
“Wiglaf, Weohstan’s son, / A prince of the Scylfings [Swedes). . .” (1562-63).

“Beloved Beowulf,

Summonyour grength, remember the vow
Y ou made of old in years of youth

Not to allow your glory to lessen

Aslong asyou lived. . ..” (1589-95)

“| fight at your side.” (1595)

... under shield of hiskinsman . . . Swung his great sword-blade with all hismight / And drove it

home on the dragon’s head / But Naegling broke. . . . (1601-07)
The Language of Scops

Each line breaksin the middle --

this pauseis called a caesura.

Each half line contains two stressed syllables

and any number of

unstressed syllables.

alliteration

repetition of consonant sounds at the beginning or within words

Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers

grim, greedy Grendel
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candle of heaven =
sun

kenning

two or mor e wor ds that name something by metaphor
kennings

H light of battle = sword

H peace weaver = women

hranade

“on the whale-road”
seglrade

“on the sail-road”

metaphor

comparison

atransfer of meaning

aword pictureto describe

Scop

Hasa “word-hoard” --

agreat number of words (Kennedy 11)

byrn, freca, wiga --
all mean warrior

beorn, freca, wiga --
bear, wolf, fighter

Beowulf

Beowulf’s Father
T Ecgtheow
1 Hyygelac’' s brother-in-law
1 Hearth Companion

Unferth’s Taunts
Beowulf’s Answer
—“My good friend Unferth, addled with beer” (Kennedy 406). . . .
Unferth
Ecglaf’s son
“Picking a quarrel--for Beowulf'squest . . . irked him sore” (Kennedy 383-85)

“Areyou the Beowulf that strove with Breca/ In a swimming match in the open sea . . . risking
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your livesfor asilly boast?” (389-93).

Story beginswith Scyld
Comesto the Danes over the Sea
At Death Returnswith Treasure
T Sutton Hoo--Treasure
T East Coast of England,
T East Anglia
$ 1939, Estate of Sutton Hoo

¥

Wife of Bath--

Married at the age of twelve

Five husbandsand seekingthe sixth

She says she got everything she wanted from her husbands

L oved number fivethe best; she married him for love and not for money.
He was 20 and she was 40.

Hereads her the Book of Evil Women.

Friar--

Chaucer’sFriar

Undisciplined, reckless, unrestrained (wanton)

Duties: Beg for donations, preach, bury the dead, marry individuals
Spoke well

He states he could hear confessions (?)

Pinsand pockeknivesto little girls

Liked silver

The Summoner
Carbuncles
Black scabby brows
Scared children
Loved garlic, leeks, and strong red wine
“Speaks’ Latin (likea parrot)
K nows secrets of young men
* Humours--Mars
Pardoner --
Pardoner is“just back from visiting the Court of Rome” (689).
Pardoner hasyellow hair that hangslikerattails and he does not wear a hood (693-98).
He has bulgingeyeballs, like a rabbit (702) and a goat-ike voice (706).
He was a male without a beard (707-08).
—Wascalled a
t gelding--a cadrated animal.
1 mare--afemale horse
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When in April the sweet shower s fall

And piercethe drought of March to the root, and all
Theveinsare bathed in liquor of such power
Asbrings about the engendering of the flower

Par son--

Parson

aman o goodrenown

a poor man

educated

H clerk

H knew the Bible

H kind, hardworking, patient
H handle adve sity

H traveled on foot

H If parson misbehaves. . ..

H preferred the poor

H never talked down to sinner
H practiced what he preached

The Wedding Night: The Knight and the Hag
Isthis how knights and wives get on together ?
You're of lowly birth

I’m achild of God, my Father aKing

You're poor

Seneca

You'reold and ugly

But I'm faithful

Give over mastery and kiss me

Friar--

Thick, white, neck

Sang and played a stringed instrument, hurdy gurdy

Enjoyed gosdp

Knew thebars, barmaids, and tavern keeper s better than lepers

Heard confessions(shrift) and gave snall penance(task to gain for giveness) for agift
Hubert was his name

M onk--
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H ThisMonk loved to hunt asa sport, but monkswere not allowed to hunt.

H He owned a dainty horsewith jingling bridle; however, a monk isnot suppose to have
possessions or make noise and attract attention.

H The Monk had a fur trimmed robe, and fine clothing which was disobeying his vows.

Alsoreview the Miller



